Hours of Work at Open-Air School. 





AFTERNOON. 






































MORNING. 

















Tuesday Mornings Boys instructed in Boot-mending. 
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Part V. 


THE VALUE OF ARTIFICIAL PNEUMOTHORAX. 


In previous years it has been customary to submit with the 
Annual Report a short statement of any special investigations 
undertaken at the Dispensary on the causation, diagnosis, or 
treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis. As the induction of artificial 
pneumothorax has recently received considerable attention in the 
medical and lay press the following account of our experience 
at the Dispensary is not without interest. 


The operation consists in the introduction of an innocuous 
gas into the pleural cavity. As a result the lung collapses towards 
its root, and the first principle of surgery, ‘‘rest for the injured 
part,’’ is applied to the diseased tissues. 


The walls of cavities contract, and all débris is expressed 
from the air spaces and tubes of the lung. As the pulmonary 
circulation through the diseased area is reduced, 
intoxication is diminished. General resistance is. raised, and this 
encourages the healing of local lesions. Further extension of 
the disease in the damaged lung is prevented. 


systemic 


A vicious circle has been artificially broken. It is essential 
to follow up this advantage by general and specific treatment 
whereby the patient’s resistance may be raised to the highest 
point. 


Selection of Cases. 


As the function of one lung is to be entirely abolished for a 
time it is necessary to know if sufficient healthy tissue exists in 
the other lung to take on the work of both and maintain life. 


Some have held that one lung should be entirely free of 
disease. If that were so suitable cases would be rare. With 
extensive disease in one lung the other is invariably affected to 
a certain extent. When it is infected to a large extent, artificial 


pneumothorax will endanger life. 





